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1 This Map of Uganda’s Minimum Standards is adapted from International Human Rights Network Justice Sector Checklist 
of Standards, 2003, http://www.ihrnetwork.org 
2 J/LOS Brochure designed to explain its role to the public. 
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3 No law enforcement official may inflict, instigate or tolerate any act of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, nor may any law enforcement official 
invoke superior orders or exceptional circumstances such as a state of war or a threat of war, a threat to national security, internal political instability or any other public emergency as a 
justification of torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
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4 It includes acts that inflict physical, mental or sexual harm or suffering, threats of such acts, coercion and other deprivations of liberty. 
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5 Examples: religious care in the countries where this is possible, education, vocational guidance and training, social casework, employment counselling, physical development and 
strengthening of moral character, in accordance with the individual needs of each prisoner, taking account of his social and criminal history, his physical and mental capacities and 
aptitudes, his personal temperament, the length of his sentence and his prospects after release 
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6 Is it ensured that they do not cause humiliation or degradation, that they are used restrictively and only for the shortest possible period of time. By order of the director of the 
administration, such instruments might be resorted to in order to prevent a juvenile from inflicting self-injury, injuries to others or serious destruction of property. In such instances, the 
director should at once consult medical and other relevant personnel and report to the higher administrative authority. 
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7 Confined patients also have rights in terms of participating in the decision to confine them, being told of the grounds on which they are confined etc. 
8 Uganda may detain for the purpose of bringing someone before a competent legal authority on reasonable suspicion of having committed an offence, when it is reasonably considered 
necessary to prevent his committing an offence, or to prevent their flight. The term ‘reasonable’ gives flexibility in determining the standard. 
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9 Process must ensure presumption of innocence for those released ; plan to minimise possible demoralising effect on JLOS institutions ; and public understanding. 
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10 A requirement that a candidate for judicial office must be a national of the country concerned, shall not be considered discriminatory. 
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11 Without prejudice to any disciplinary procedure or to any right of appeal or to compensation from the State, in accordance with national law. 
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12This principle may not apply to the decisions of the highest court and those of the legislature in impeachment or similar proceedings. 
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13 The “reasonable time” standard is a subjective one depending on: complexity of case, the way the authorities handled the matter, whether applicant’s own conduct contributed to  
delays. 
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14 There is no guaranteed right to appeal in civil cases. 
15 If final conviction is subsequently reversed, or a pardon granted on the ground that a new or newly discovered fact shows conclusively that there has been a miscarriage of justice, the 
person who has suffered punishment as a result of the conviction is to be compensated according to law or the practice of the state concerned. Exception: if proven that the non-
disclosure of the unknown fact in time is wholly or partially attributable to the person convicted  
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17 The ombudsman or other organ designated would also supervise the implementation of the Riyadh Guidelines, the Beijing Rules and the Rules for the Protection of Juveniles 
Deprived of their Liberty. Does the ombudsman or other organ, at regular intervals, publish a report on the progress made and on the difficulties encountered in the implementation of 
the instrument. Are child advocacy services established. 
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18 There may  be topics (e.g children on death row etc) where JLOS needs to find/assess info available officially from Ministries etc and to add new research where there are gaps in that 
information.  
19At least equal to those contained in article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights, including the right of anyone suspected of or charged with a crime for which 
capital punishment may be imposed to adequate legal assistance at all stages of the proceedings, public hearing etc. 
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20 For example, Recommendations regarding implementation of the safeguards guaranteeing  protection of the rights of those facing the death penalty, adopted by the UN Economic and 
Social Council in its resolution 1989/64 of 24 May 1989. 
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21 This is particularly so where Uganda voted for the resolution, or where a high number of states agreed to it, or where it has 
been repeated over time, etc. 
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